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Australian Hearing Hub

The Australian Hearing Hub (AHH), an initiative of the Australian Government as part of the Education
Investment Fund, aims to be a world-leading community transforming hearing and communication.

Founded by Macquarie University, the AHH is a community that seeks to optimise hearing health for all and
transform life outcomes for people with hearing loss through research, innovation, education, and practice.

It brings many of the Australia’s leading hearing and healthcare organisations together to collaborate across
critical issues in hearing health and service delivery for people with hearing loss. Pioneering partnerships unite
researchers, educators, clinicians and innovators with expertise in linguistics, audiology, education, speech
pathology, cognitive and language sciences, psychology, nanofabrication, and engineering sciences. Macquarie
University is a world-class research, treatment, and innovation institution — a dynamic environment which
drove the creation of the Australian Hearing Hub.

The members of the AHH include:

¢ Cochlear Limited, a leader in implantable hearing devices;

e Hearing Australia, the largest provider of government-funded hearing services

e National Acoustic Laboratories (NAL)- world-recognised research division

e NextSense, a globally-renowned not-for-profit agency that has been supporting people with hearing
and/or vision loss through a wide range of services including audiology, early intervention and
educational services, and delivers Australia's largest cochlear implant program,

e The Shepherd Centre, high regarded service provider and specialist in helping children with hearing
loss learn to listen and speak.

The AHH provides a foundation for partnerships with other key organisations in Australia, such as Hearing
Matters Australia, Parents of Deaf Children, Aussie Deaf Kids, and the Australasian Newborn Hearing Screening
Committee and globally with the aim of transforming hearing health for all people, no matter where they live.

Solving the problem of hearing loss and its impact on health, education, employment, and quality-of-life
requires the Australian Hearing Hub concerted and multi-sector approach expressed through our shared vision
of being ‘a world-leading community transforming hearing and communication’. The Australian Hearing Hub
has identified three main research themes.

Addressing Hearing Loss: The AHH community develops the evidence to support timely and effective
interventions for hearing loss across the life course, and to understand the benefits of early intervention on
language acquisition, educational attainment, and life outcomes.

Optimising hearing health pathways: The AHH community seeks to improve the ways in which individuals
access hearing healthcare through evidence-based policy and practice and the development of standards of care
for clinicians and health practitioners.

Enhancing the lived experience: The AHH community works with deaf and hard—of-hearing individuals,
families, and communities, developing innovative solutions and supporting their communication needs.

Through fundamental research, the design, development, and delivery of policy, and the implementation of

practice—clinical, educational, societal—the AHH works to reduce the burden of disease from deafness and
hearing loss in Australia and share that knowledge to the world.
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