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Collaboration between Australia and China in the fields of Hearing and Audiology

The October 2023, Chinese National Deafness Prevention Conference, will celebrate 30 years of collaboration
between Australia and China to address shared challenges in audiology.

In China, the efforts to build surgical skills in the field of cochlear implantation (CI) began in 1993 when a group
of Chinese ear, nose and throat (ENT) surgeons attended a training program at the Bionic Ear Institute in
Melbourne. After they returned to China, the surgeons established the first CI program and completed the first
surgery in 1995.

In 1996, the China-Australia Training Program in Audiology was established with funding from the AusAid
Australia China Institutional Links Program. Eight visits were made by Australian audiologist to lecture to a
group of eight Chinese clinicians, who, in 1997, came to Australia for clinical experience at Macquarie University
and the University of Melbourne. On their return to China, the Chinese clinicians made significant contributions
to many areas of audiology including universal newborn hearing screening. The professional and personal
relationships developed through this program have persisted, with regular exchanges and collaboration between
Australian and Chinese experts.

It is suggested that future collaboration might involve the following areas:

o The Australian Newborn Hearing Screening showcase will focus on education, research and best
clinical practice and highlight Australia's expertise, training, and world-class research, technology
and facilities in audiology. The aim is to improve outcomes and systems for early intervention in
newborn infants in China

o Improvements in community health indicators in metropolitan, regional and remote health services
within China through Australian collaboration and support.

o Learning from Chinese expertise and case studies to benefit Australia’s own response to healthcare
challenges

o Collaboration in university audiology programs and in WHO Research and policy development.

NFACR Acknowledgement

The Australian Newborn Hearing Screening Showcase is sponsored and supported by the National Foundation of
Australia- China Relations
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The Opening Ceremony of China—Australia Audiology Training Centre
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